Abstract: A large number of sika deer, Cervus nippon, live in the Misen Mountains and they are dominant hosts of the blood-feeding Haemaphysalis longicornis, as a species of tick that transmits Rickettsia japonica. Shimane Prefecture has implemented measures to manage the habitat density of sika deer in the Misen Mountains to prevent agricultural and forestry damage caused by these animals, including surveys on the number of sika deer and population control based on a plan for the management of sika deer. As a result, the number of Japanese Spotted Fever cases has decreased in the Misen Mountains since 2003, the year with the highest case number while increasing or decreasing.
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